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Odyssey of the Mind is the ultimate creative 
problem-solving program that puts your 
curriculum into action. 

What is Odyssey of the Mind?

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



OM™ students work together in a fun and safe environment to 
apply what they've learned in class, combined with their 
interests and passions, to creatively solve our unique and 
open-ended problems. 

What is Odyssey of the Mind?

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



Students learn STEAM skills, teamwork, budgeting, 
goal-setting, public speaking, and so much more. 

What is Odyssey of the Mind?

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



Not only do they build on what they've learned in the 
classroom, they become confident in their abilities, make 
new friends, and learn to express 
their natural creativity. 

What is Odyssey of the Mind?

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



Odyssey of the Mind 
is designed to give 
students at all 
learning levels the 
opportunity grow 
and reach their full 
potential through 
creativity.

www.norcalodyssey.org 



Odyssey of the Mind is www.norcalodyssey.org



PRIMARY:  

Division 1:  

Division 2:  

Division 3:  

Division 4:  

Kindergarten - Grade 2

Grades 3, 4, 5

Grades 6, 7, 8

Grades 9-12

Post-secondary

Teams
www.norcalodyssey.org 

Made up of

students 
5 7TO

By Grade  Level





Vehical
Teams design, build and operate either a 
ride-on orself-contained powered vehicle 
with various energy sources.

5 Problems 
to Choose 
From

Classics
Teams research, interpret and present a performance of 
a classic - literature to architecture to art to mythology.

Technical
Teams create innovative contraptions and devices while 
incorporating artistic elements into their solutions.

www.norcalodyssey.org

Structure
Teams design and build a balsa wood and glue structure then 
test it to see how much weight it can balance and hold

Teams present a performance that revolves around a specific 
theme and incorporate required humorous elements.

Divisions
I, II, III, IV



Odyssey of the Mind is www.norcalodyssey.org

https://www.norcalodyssey.org/season/



Teams are introduced to Odyssey of 
the Mind with an age appropriate 
problem similar to a competitive one.

Primary
Problem

Introductory 

Non-compete 
problem for our up 

and coming 
Grades K-2

www.norcalodyssey.org



What's 
Involved?

Teams create their own script, props, scenery, 
costumes, and any required technical elements 
for their 8 minute performance. 

Coaches and parents can provide general 
information about how to do things, but 
the entire solution must be completely 
created only by the team members.

Coaches are the 
heart of the program.

Every team MUST 
have a coach.

www.norcalodyssey.org



Spontaneous
www.norcalodyssey.org 

At competition, every team is 
presented with a problem that is 
verbal, hands-on, or a combination 
of both. They have minutes to think 
and solve it.

On the spot thinking!!!

EVERYONE GETS TO DO IT !!!



Types of Problems

Hands-on
Requires quickly building a solution

A combination of the two
E.G., Build something then use creative ways 
to describe it

Verbal 
Requires good English verbal skills 
including use of idioms with clear speech

Spontaneous www.norcalodyssey.org 



Spontaneous Examples

Build a structure with marshmallows 
and toothpicks to hold up a tub, and 
put nails into the tub until it collapses 
(hands-on)

Name things that hurt and what 
they hurt (verbal)

Make a sculpture with a piece of tin 
foil, and have other members tell a 
story using it creatively (combo)



Your Turn!!!
Let's give 
spontaneous
a try.

www.norcalodyssey.org



Schools, community groups, 
homeschool groups, charter schools, 
and teams affiliated with a non-profit 
organization are welcome.

Let's Get Started

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



Purchase a national membership [$290, ask about the 
$50 coupon ]. This gives you access to the problem 
details for the 5 problems + Primary

Let's Get Started

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind Off on a journey of
beyond the box  creativity!

STEP 1:  

Pay state membership fee [$80]

Tournament fees due at tournament sign-up [$75]

Get team members and start working together!

Attend Coaches Training 

STEP 2:    



Season Commitment

www.norcalodyssey.org

• The Odyssey program is designed to be 
flexible to meet team needs. Team practices 
can start in the fall through December.

• Practices can be set to work with the teams 
schedule. Teams often meet 1-2 times a week. 

• Practice as long as the team decides and is 
appropriate for their age/grade.

Practice



Season Commitment

www.norcalodyssey.org

• Students do all the work! The solutions are the 
team's completely. No outside assistance. 

Expertise - Brain Power!

• Household items for spontaneous practice

• Props/scenery/technical elements/costumes 
all use recycled or found materials, with 
minimal purchased items, like art supplies.

Materials



Season Commitment

www.norcalodyssey.org

• Time and funds to travel to one Qualifying 
Tournament, the State Association 
Tournament, & World Finals

• Possibly share in expense of coach, 
chaperone, teacher if team advances to 
State Association Tournament and/or 
World Finals

Travel

www.norcalodyssey.org



Season Commitment

www.norcalodyssey.org

• No “outside assistance.” Only the team’s minds 
and hands can contribute to their solutions

• Parents can: teach a skill, bring snacks, provide 
items from home, encourage commitment, 
fundraise, find volunteers, and make trips to 
thrift stores or visit venues for ideas

• Each team will need an officials volunteer 
and a tournament volunteer

Coach/Parent Involvement

www.norcalodyssey.org



Training & Support

• Online Training Videos. These allow coaches 
to choose a time that fits their schedule to 
learn the basic concepts. Coaches can then 
use the live interactive meetings or contact 
their coaches/team coordinator for specific 
questions and answers.

Coach Training

• Free Coaches training. At least one coach 
must attend ONE live interactive session.



Training & Support
Coach Training Dates

Saturday, October 15th from 10 am to 12:30 pm 
New Coaches 10-11 am
Experienced Coaches 11:30-12:30 pm

Wednesday, November 9th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
New Coaches: 6-7 pm
Experienced Coaches: 7:30-8:30 pm

Saturday, December 3rd from 10 am to 12:30 pm 
New Coaches 10-11 am
Experienced Coaches 11:30-12:30pm



Important Dates

• Saturday, January 21st, 2023 - Willow Creek Center, Concord, CA 
OR
• Saturday, January 28th, 2023 - Hidden Valley Elementary School, 

Santa Rosa, CA

Spontania Mania

• Saturday, February 25th, 2023 - Concord High School, Concord, CA 
OR
• Saturday, March 4th, 2023 - Natomas High School, Sacramento, CA 

Qualifying Tournament



March 25, 2023
Adams Middle School
Brentwood, CA 

Important Dates

State Tournament

May 24-27, 2023
Michigan State University, 
East Lansing, Michigan

World Tournament



More Information

Links for more info:

• General program info, Problem Synopses 
& Program Guide

• Purchase National membership
• Membership area has Problems & Forms

Email Cameran Haire - Membership Director
membershipdirector@norcalodyssey.org

International website: 
www.odysseyofthemind.com

NorCal Odyssey 
www.norcalodyssey.org

Facebook: facebook.com/NorCalomer |  Instagram: instagram.com/norcalomer
Twitter: twitter.com/NorcalOdyssey

• Pay Nor Cal Association 
membership fees

• Info about association tournament 
& news



Questions? www.norcalodyssey.org

IF the team is having fun...
the coaches will have fun with them. 

them!

NorCal Odyssey of the Mind



Odyssey of the Mind
Extra ... this seasons problems

www.norcalodyssey.org


